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Models for Biblical Preaching:  
Expository Sermons from the Old Testament, 
edited by Haddon W. Robinson and Patricia Batten. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2014. 189 pp. $19.99. ISBN 9780801049378
Reviewed by Rusty Tryon, Head, Collection Management,  
Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA
In Models for Biblical Preaching, Robinson and Batten, both of whom serve as 
professors of preaching at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, provide a 
logical and practical supplement to Haddon’s Biblical Preaching, a standard preaching 
textbook now in its third edition. In providing a collection of exemplary modern 
sermons preached from the Old Testament, the editors intend to address a perceived 
notion that the Old Testament is largely neglected in the pulpit today because of the 
difficulties and misconceptions associated with that portion of Scripture. Haddon 
attempts to ameliorate this situation in part by suggesting the Old Testament be 
reconsidered and referred to as the “First Testament,” thereby making it more 
palatable and relevant to modern Christians, a proposal which seems rather 
unnecessary. The book’s eleven sermons present actual expository sermons, with the 
exception of one topical sermon, preached to various audiences and which typify 
the homiletic principles espoused by Robinson. Perhaps more beneficial than the 
sermons themselves are the interviews which follow each. In these interviews, the 
preachers describe their own sermon preparation process, provide advice to new and 
seasoned preachers alike, and offer tips for effectively incorporating specific sermon 
elements, such as illustrations. The sample sermons, coupled with the pragmatic 
interview material, make the text a welcome addition to a pastor’s library and any 
academic library serving student preachers. 
Not God’s Type: An Atheist Academic Lays down Her Arms,
by Holly Ordway. San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press, 2014.
187 pp. $19.95. ISBN 9781586179991
Reviewed by Hannah Bitner, Librarian,  
Calvary Bible College and Calvary Theological Seminary, Kansas City, MO
A former atheist recounts her journey from skeptic to believer. She demonstrates 
how God uniquely brings each of His children to himself. For Holly Ordway, God 
used her rich imagination to lay the foundation for her faith in Christ long before 
she was willing to acknowledge His existence or her need of Him. 
Ordway reflects on her childhood and acknowledges a longing to identify herself 
in the imaginings of authors like Anne McCaffrey and Gene Roddenberry. But the 
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appeal would fade to disappointment when she could not find her true self within 
their creations. However, she remained interested in J.R.R. Tolkien’s world. She 
found comfort and understanding in Middle Earth when she was not yet ready to 
consciously admit the truth that inspired it.
As an adult, Ordway became disillusioned and angry with what seemed like an 
empty existence, questioning the reason for living. She set out on an unflinching 
search for truth. Ordway questioned a trustworthy Christian friend to scrutinize 
Christianity and test its reliability. She was able to see The Lord of the Rings and The 
Chronicles of Narnia with fresh eyes. God used Ordway’s love of story and doggedness 
for finding truth to bring her to salvation. 
Ordway ends her journey with her arrival at Catholicism. She attempts to give an 
account of the steps she took from atheism to salvation, then from Protestantism 
to Catholicism. She treads carefully, recognizing that she may not do justice to 
this aspect of her faith, especially for Protestants who consider a conversion to 
Catholicism to be controversial.
Ordway lays bare her struggles with hard truths and the finding of her true self in 
Christ. She is highly engaging, gives a strong testimony, and is meticulous in relating 
her salvation experience. This is recommended for any library which collects 
conversion stories or works that discuss the value of Christian literature. 
Nuestra Fe:  A Latin American Church History Sourcebook, 
by Ondina E. Gonzalez and Justo L. Gonzalez. New York: Abingdon Press, 2014. 
239 pp. $44.99. ISBN 9781426773263
Reviewed by W. Terry Martin, Director of Library, Louisiana College, Pineville, LA
In their new work Ondina E. Gonzalez and Justo L. Gonzalez have assembled 
an outstanding cache of sources that provide the researcher with documents that 
explore the complex, bloody, and surprisingly grace-filled history of Christianity 
in Latin America. This work is a well-written scholarly work that will most likely 
become a standard for discovering sources for researching Latin American church 
history.
As I am writing this review a week before Christmas 2014, I find it highly fitting 
that the introduction of Nuestra Fe begins with an excerpt from the 1511 Christmas 
sermon of Dominican Friar Antonio de Montesinos, then serving on the island 
of Hispaniola. Montesinos’ sermon was a protest against brutality that the Spanish 
settlers practiced against the native peoples by holding them in slavery. It was not 
